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25 July, 2006 

Magalie R. galas. Secretary. 
Federal Energy Regulatory Conunission 
888 First ~ .  N.E. 
Washingto,. D.C. 20426 

COMMENTS 
P R O J E C T  No. 12666-000 
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Madam Secre~my; 

On May 2, 2006, ~ United States Federal Energy Rcgulato~ Commission issued a Noticc of Application acccpled for 
filing and soliciting molions to in~rvene, p¢otesl, and for comments pmsnant to the ptelimina O. permit application for the 
Maine Tidal Encr~" Company. This ~mpeny seeks approval for development ofa bydmeleclric wojecl to be Iocatcd in 
the Kennchec River b~wccn Chops Point and Wesl Chops Point in S~gadahec County. Mainc This nolicc for the Mainc 
Tidal Ener~' Company c~n been seen online at FERCOt~neSuooont~farc.~ov 

This Iclter cxWesses the concerns of homcewners in the 36-1ot subdivision of West Chops Point which directly abuts the 
arca in the Ke~ncbe¢ River where this proposed hydroelectric pmj¢cl will be located. This is the natrowcsl point in the 
lower Kcnndx~ Rivcr sy~cm through which cv¢~ 3, diadmmo~s fish usin 8 the rivcr system must pass. This is the onl) rivcr 
system in Maine thin Wovidcs spawning and nursery habitat for all of the anadmmous and catadaomous fish species in the 
Gulf of Main~. Bcx:auso ~ lack a p p ~ t e  and sufficient information aboul this projec~ and its e~nvironmcmal iml~cl on 
fish and mammalian species, we n¢ithex supl~on nor oppose the upp|icatlon a~ tiffs Dine. The Wes~ Chops Point 
Homeowne'~ Board of Directors has authol~.ed the tmdefsigncd to comment m the applicat~n submitled by the Maine 
Tidal Encxgy Compeny. 

Our concerns include: 

a. The Impact oa ~.¢ruflomd Indmmd~. Striped bass m'e typically found at aplxoximately 50 feel facing tidal and/co 
com~! flow W feed in lhis m'e~. During lhe summer the same water flows beck and forth through the C'~ops sobjcx~ing 
corrcm born organisms like Striped Bass larvae to the comulalivc effects of multiple exposures to whatcwer might be 
located in the Chops area. The slriped bass sports fisheo attrnc|s significant out-of .-slate parlicipation and is a lucrative 
source of incon~ for local I~smcsses. In 'addition, the vmters of the Kenacbec River, the area of Chops Creek and the 
Cho~ themse~es a ~  used define the ~ m e r  for roiling by Cheps Point School ~mne~ camp. 

b. TI~ a u r a l  d com~rm~ol and l~ hnpmct ou t l~ mrroumding e o m m m , ~ .  ~ a ~ ~ ~ 
naeded for consmtction ~ the project musl ufili/~e either the wivate rnads of the W ~  ~ ~ ~ 
or those of a pro'ate school. Chops Point School, m Woolwich and lmssthly both. Smcc all roads In Wcs~ Chops poim 
are wivme and owned by. the Association, use of these reeds wceld require approval by WCP residems and damage to 
them causod by c o ~  work would need to be rcpeired by the pmje~'s underwriters. Increased traffic on 
Association roads ~ u l d  also disrupt the tranquility ofth r community. The impacts of this proposed submerged 
hydroelectr~ proj¢~ on fltc navigable channel, watercraft ~ and/or reslnclions, suspended sodimcot patterns and/or 
disffibofion, and thermoclincs and/or temperature gradicnts in the water cohinm arc unlmown. ~ ~ location 
of the pcujecl is in the middle of a narrow channel connecling Me~. meeling Bay and its six conlril~ling nvers with 
the lower Kennchec River and the Atlantic Occsn. The m~- is a navigable ~ l e r ~ .  and heavily utiliz~l by 
recreational traffic, pmlicularly during the summer moml~ 

C. The unknown lmpactm of thtm propmed mbmerged hydroelectric project on valuable, protected and endangered 
fl.~h and mammaliun ~pe¢tex Belv~en spring and late fall anadromcos f~sh nti~ale up the Kennebec River and Inlo 
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Merwnu:cting Bay to feed and for spawning purposes. Both the Kennebec Rivcr and Mcrrymeeting Bay are includcd 
in the range of tlucatened Atlantic Sturgeon and larBe numbers of cndangexed Shortnosed S t u n .  In fact. an island 
adjaccnt to the Chops jusl inside the bay is nangd Sturgeon Island and its adjacent watcrs v, crc purpotledly an area for 
catching slmgeon in the past. Tic olher endangered species in the Kcmzdx¢ that transits through the Chops is the 
Atlantic salmon as listed by the National Acade~. of Science National Research Council. In addition, there is a 
significam Harbor Seal lx31mlation in the arc~ Seals are Ira~¢ling via lhe Kennchec as  far as Walcr-,'iilc now Ihal the 
Edwards Dam (Auguma) is gone. 
The Impact of et¢ctromagltetk interferettce (EMI) ost the holies that directly Ibet the CMP right-of- way when: 
i power substatten may be located. A Central Maine Power right-of-way extends through Ihe Wesl Chops Poinl 
subdivision ¢o the watcr's edge. crones the Chops and resum~ its course on ~ Point. Eleclrica/power cablcs 
connecting submcrged gencralors with a shore side power subslation would of neccssity be localed near homcs 
abutting the ulxiver and downriver sides of the CMP dght,.of-way. 

Marne Tidal Enexgy C o ~ ' s  lack of opczmcss and accessibility is in our opiniou zcither a postth~c attribotc nor oue 
which czcoumgm the timely idcmifkatiou of essemial and relevam ~cts. Attempts via phone to i d c t ~  the owners of this 
company have not ~ ~ i .  ~ l y  the officers and major inveslors ofthe Maine Tidal Energy Company have 
utilized a Washington. DC law finn and an ¢zlcrgy services company in Lowell. Massachusetts as intermediaries to shield 
themselves and their plans from direct contact and imlui~. 

The concerns outlined above a~e the product ofmtr incompletely formed knovdedge of tlus project. We solicit your 
rcsl:lon.~ Io our c o ~  wilh ~ Io lhesc i s ~ .  

Pll II| Fcn lo l l  

cc: Maine Tidal En~'gy Company 
Ycakel.  E m ' i ~  Biologi~ FERC 

Joseph A. Cannon Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pitlman LLC 
Charlcs B. Coupcr TRC Environmental Cc~0omlion 
Pio~K'er Corporate ~¢n'ices 
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