


o4t the Generall Court holden alt New Plymouth the scuenth of 1653-1.

March, 1653. LTy
7 Muorch.
o [*41.]
Berrore Willam Bradford, gentleman, Gofl, Jolin Browne,
Thomas Prence, John Alden, and
Myles Stonrlizh, Thomns Willett,

Timothy Hatherley,
Gentlemen, Assistants, &a,

HE deputies of each towne appecring, according to the sminmons directed

to each towne for that purpose, the oceation of sending for them was
declared, viz) ¢ that wheras n letter hath been sofiitime sence receiued from
the Generall Court of the Massnchusetts conserning the confeddera@n of the
Vaited Collonies, wherunto an answare was required to bee made, accordingly

the Court framed an answare, and ordered that in theire name it should bee

et with the first conveniency.

2. That wheros sundry have intrenchied vpon the liberties of the trad
belonging to vs att Kennebeck; and wheras alsoe dres prttents liaue been
graunted and sent ouer from the honorable Court of Pacliment and Counsell
of Suate, therby gincing and grounting vato this jurisdiction the aforsaid liber-
tivs of trad in the aforsaid river, with enlargement, as alsoe requiring that such
due cnurse should bee taken a5 that the English residing in the said riuer
should hee orderly gounerned and carried.on in o way of peace for theire
comnon good in cinill concernments, the Court, taking the premises into due
and  serjus considern®@n, did constitute, authorise, and comissionate Mr
Thonias Prence, one of the honored majestrates of this Jurisdiction, with full
and ample power to summons all and eucry the inhabitants, as hee shall see
meet, dwelling within the aforsaid Riuer of Ienneheck, vnto some convenient
Place, to receiue from him such instructions and orders extant which hee hath
recciueil from the aforsaid Generall Court full power to require their obser-
ance of, with full power alsoe to assume voto himsclfe any other pson or

PUons whatsocuer to bee nssistaut vnto him' in the Pmises,
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The names of the deputies that appeered and acted in the abouesaid

occations were these following : —

Mr John Howland,

Mr John Wioslow,
Leif t Thomas Southworth,
John Cooke,

Gorge Soule,

Constant Sonthworth,
Capt James Cudworth,
Robert Studson,
Thomas Tupper,
James Skifle,

Lol James Wrate,

tehard Williams,

Mr Anthony Thacher
Mr Edmond Hawes,
Thomas Hinckley,
MNathaniell Bacon,
Mr Anthony Eames,
Mr Jusias Winslow,
M Steuen Payne, nessesaryly
deteined,
Mr Thomas Cooper,
Mr John Donne,
Richard Higgens.

* [nstructions from the Generall Court to Thomas Prence, Fsqf, cofissionated
for the erecting some orderly gouerment amongst the inhabitants of the
Riuer of Kennebecke. . .

1. That vpon theire appeerance att his summons, hee tender and require

them lo take the oath of fidelitie for the state of Englaud and this fsent
gollment of New Plymouth.
2. 'I'hat hee acquaint them with the body of lawes of this gouerment ; our
intention being not to expect theire strict obsernance of euery thing peculiare
to ourselues, but considering the distance of the place, wee doe allow them
libertic to make choise of such to bee assistant to our cofissioner as hee shall
approue of for the moking of such further orders as may best conduce to
theire welfare,

3. That none bee allowed for inhabitants theire but such ns will take the
oath of fidellitie as abouesaiid.

4. That such psons onely as haue token the eaid oath of fidelitie shall
acte in the choise of such as may bee assistant te our cofissioner as aforsaid
in making and executing such orders as may bee thought fitt to bee established
amongst them ; and the said assistants to ncte as if they were actually freemen
for the fPsent, vntell further order bee taken,

The oath to bee taken of all such inhabitants as shalbee allowed to reside
in the liberties of this goverment, att the River of Kennebecke, is as fol-

lowethe : —

You shalbee true and faithfull to the state of Eneland as it is now estab-

COURE ORDELE,

lished ; and wheras you choose att Psent to reside within the golment of New
Plymouth, you shall not doe, or cause to bee done, any acte or actes, directly
or indirectly, by land or water, that shall or may tend to the destruction or
ouerthrow of the whole or jite of this gouerment that shalber ordered, erected,
or eatablished, but shall contrarywise hinder, oppose, and descouer such entents
and purposes as tend therunto to those that are in place for the time being
that the gonerment may bee enformed therof with all convenient speed ; vou
shall alsoe submitt and obserue all such good and wholsome luwes, erdinance,
and officers as are or shalbee established within the seuerall limitts therof.

8oe healp you God, whoe is the God of truth and punisher of falshood.

*The widdow Hallowell being graunted tres of adminestration on the estate
of Wiltam Hallowell, deceased, doth allow vato her two danghters ton pounds
apeece to either of them, and doth by these Fsents bind herselfe for the
pformance of it; M* Thickley being bound with her for the securitie of the
mid portions, to bee poied att the day of theire martiage. If either of them
die before then, the surniver to enjoy the portion of the deceased. In wittnesse
wherof wee haue sett to our hands this fitt of January, 1653

GRACE ILALLOWAY, 741) her marke,
EDWARD BUCKLEY.

The widdow Joane Chillingsworth in like mannor came into the Coust,
held att Plymouth, the 7't of March, 1653, and ncknowlidged that shee hath
giuen vato her foure daughters the summe of ten pounds npeece, to bee deliu-
ered to them att theire day of marriage, or within three monthes after the
egame; and alsoe that incase any of them die before then, the =urvivers to
haue theire jite that die equally dewided amongst them, and for the plarmance
heerof Thomas Doged and the said Joane Chillingsworth haue joyntly giuen

in securitie voto the Court,

"Wheras it hath plessed the right heiible the connsell of state of the
common wealth of Enclmd, notwithstanding theire many, great, and waighty
secations, to take into considera@in the condition of the English inhnhiting
rpou or neare adjnyning vuto the riuer commonly called Kenibeck, whoe, by
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renson of remotencss from other jurisdictions and theire owne phawsitie and

= fewnes, haue not hetherto injoyed the benifit of gofiment, noc doubt te the
great greife of all well affected English, it hath now pleased the right hoiible
torerxon] counsell of state, by nuthoritie of Parliment, to confer the gollment of the

20 June.
[Braoronn,

= afors? inhabitants vpon the jurisdiction of New Plymonth, the first inhabitants
and golment in those jites, ns by theire tres pattents doth appeer.

In prsuance wherof, and by vertue of the nforsaid authoritic graunted to
CWilkam Bradford and s nesoclates, the said Wilknn Bradford and his aeso-
ciates, att a Cenerall Couwrt held att New Plymouth, gave full power nnd
authaoritic to M Thomas 'rence, ene of the Assistants in the aforsaid gollinent,
for the scttleing of a gollment vpon the said riuer of Kennebecke ; by vertun
wherof the said Thomas Prence issued ont o warrant, divected to the morshall
of New Dlvinouth, he

g date the L™ of May, 1654, requiring the dn-
hobitantz vpon the said viner to make theire psouall appecrance ntt the houwse
I | 1"

of Thomas Ashley, att Merry Meeting, vpon the 231 of that fsent month ; att

which time and place the people generally assembled, and after publishing of
the aforsnill suthoritie, the inhabitants heer vnder written haue taken the onth
of fidelitic, via] 1 —

Thomas Purchase, gentld, Johin Browne,
Wilkim Dous,
Thowmns Weber,

Thomns Atkins,

Jolin Stone,
0 Thomas Ashly,
Jolin Richards,
; James Smith,

Wilkam Jomes,

o

James Conle,
John I'arker,
Fhomas Porker, Fmaunell Iughes,

Jolm White, Allexander Thawyt,

Att the same meeting, M* Thomas Purchase was chosen by the psons
ahonennmed, and approued by M Thomas Prence, to bee an Assistant to the
gollment in this fite of the jurisdiction of New Plymouth, and an oath admin-
nostred vito him fore the more powerfull and lawfull ndminnestration in the
gnid office ; and alsoe att the same fsent meeting, M* Prence hath declared
[*569.] - that *Leiftenant Thomas Southworth, now residing att Cushenage vpon the

snid river, and such other as shalbee sent thether from time to time to haue
the goliment of that family, are alsoe envested into the same power and
nuthoritic to bee asistont voto the gouerment in this fite of the jurisdiction
of New FPlymonth aforsnid, for the carrying on of gollment heer aceording to

such good and wholsome lawes as are and shalbee made,

1 Riuer of Kennchocke for this frsent yeare, necoviling to that measure of

Att the same time Thomns Ashly was chosen cunstable by the inhabit-
gats, and sworne to the execution of his office.
fo L
1

. The Oifice of an Asistant in this Precinct

Is to ece the execution of all snch good and whelsom lawes ns are and

Ibee mnde, and for that end to issue out warrants to the cunstable for the

—

"_ prehending of all such as are delinkquents, as alsoe to heare and examine

«  ll such cizes as shall come before them ; to give out supenues for any that
‘fire to giue enidence in nany case depending ; to giue summons for the warning
m of 8 jury for the triall of causes, ns nlsoe to adminnester oathes in all Tawfull
Y and nessesarie cases, to grmmt execution a month after judgment, which exe-
cution to bee directed to the cunstable for the time beinge; alsoe, to mary

prons, vpon cuidence of theire lnwfull proceedings.

The Oath of an Asistant.

You shalbee truly lovall to the fizent commonwealth of England; and
wheras vou are chosen to bee an Asistant to the goiment of this fte of this
jurisdiction of New Plvmouth for this fsent yeare, according to that mensure

of wisdome nnd deseretion God hath ziven you, vou, for youer fite. shall

oheerue and keep to the vtermost of vouer power all such lawes and ordi-
nances s are and shalbee made 3 and that veu shall cunse oll transgressors
of the aforsuid lawes and ordinances, or any of them, in due time to bee
bronght to due trinll aceording theire sencrall offences respectinely, without
Pslallitie to anv; wl~oe, veu shalber reddy, from time to time & att all
times, to issuc out all sueh warrnnts ns slialbee requisite for the apprehending
of any pson or psons that are delinkquents i respeet of the breach of any
‘orders and lnwes that are or shalbee made, and by ol due meancs ond courses

.

seeke the zood of this j

visdiction.  Soe healpe vou God, &,

The Oatl of a Cunstalile,

You shall fithfully serue in the office of # ennstable in the word of the
[ wis-
,, dome, viulerstaneding, and deseretion God hath ginen you; in which time vou

u ehall dilligently see that the peace cofnunded bee not broken, but shall &

w the pson or peons offending

4

before some one of the Asistants heer chiosen,
and there attend the hearing of the canse and sucl orvder ns shalber ginen

Tou; *vou shall appre

ul all suspicious psons aned bring them before the said

bui_:;m‘ or one of them, as aforsaid ; vou
Warrants

nll duely and truly serie gnch

rive siuch summons us shalbiee dirceted yoto you from the iofluor
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or Asistants before mencioned; and shall labout to advance the peace and
happines of this corporation, and oppose any thinge that shall afioy the same
by all due means and courses. Sove healp you God, whoe is the God of truth
and punisher of falchood.

The Office of the Clarke.

You shall faithfully serve in the office of a clarke, ynto which yon are
chosen in this wardshipp of the Riuer of Kennebecke for one whole yeare;
vou shall make truc entries of all such orders and lnwes as are or shalbee
made, and fithfully keep all such things cofifed to youer trust, and trucly
record all such verdicts ns shalbee given in by the jury from time to time, ns
alsoe make an entrey of such sensures as are paed vpon any denlinkquents by
the Asistants or either of them; you shall faithfully make entrey of the true
bounds of lands ns they shalbee giuen to vou att the appointment of the

Asistants or in publicke Court. Soe healp you God, &2

Orders made and agreed vpon att the same Meetinge.

1. That all eapitall erimes, and trinls vpon life and death, bee refered
to the Generall Court att Plymouth.

1. Treason against the commonwenlth of England or these collonies.

a2, Wilfull murther.

1. Sollem conversing or compacting with the divill by way of conjuradin
or the like.

4, Wilfull or purposed burning of houses.

H. Sodomy, rapes, nnd buggary.

6. That ndultery bee teied att Plymouth,

7. That theft bee punished by restitution el three or 4 fould, nccording
to the nature of the offince and according to the discretion of the Asistants,

8. 'Llut if any pson or psons drinke themselues drunke, for the first
defaule 57, for the 2eoat _c.__. amid the 3! time bee sett in the stockes.

0. Wilfull prophaning of the Lords day to bee punished according to
the diseretion of the Asistants,

10. Wheras there hath been great abuse by trading wine and othér
strong liquors with the Indians, wherby they drinke themselues drunke, and
in theire drunkenes comitt much *horred wickednes, ns murthering theire
nearcst relations, &3, as by sadd and woefull experience is made manifest, it
is therfore ordered, that noe pson or psons whataceuer, from this time, trad
any strong liquora, directly or indirectly, to the Indians, within this jurisdic-
tion, vpon the forfeiture of the dubble vallue of the goods see traded for theire

COURT ORDERS.

grat default ; and four fold for theire 2" default in that kind; and for the
third default, if an inlinbitant, to lose the prinilidge of trndinge with the
[ndians for the future ; and for any stranger that shall come to trade or co-
Fierce with the English, or any other that haue not taken the onth of fidelitie
§s the commonwealth of England and this fsent goliment, and yett reside
within the limits of this jurisdiction or any jite therof, for the ffsent, for theire
first defunlt in that kind, to forfeite the summe of ten pounds sterling, to bee
feuied vpon theire goods or estate that shalbee found within this jurisdiction or
any fite therof, and for the 2:°* defanlt 20" sterling, to hee lenied as aforsaid ;
the enc lalfe of all such penaltics to bee desposed of to the psons enforming,
and the other lalfe to publicke vses.

11. That fishing and fowling bee free to all the inhabitauts as formerly,

12. That it any Indian or Indians bring beavor or woose to- any of the
fuhabitanta of this river within theire owne limits, they moy tiad frecly with
them as formerly, pronided it bee for not such things as arve prohibited.

13. That there bee noe action tricd att this Court excecding 20" storling,
volesse by the consent of both Pties; and incnse any greater action doe arize,
then the case to bee trved att the Generall Court att Plymontl,

14. Tt is agrecd that the next Court is to bee holden the 37 dav of the
weeke following the 20t of Mny next, att the house of Thomas A<hly.

13, That nll actions betwixt jitie & jitie bee trved by the verdict of 12
men.

That Lhomns Ashly shall haue liberty to keep an ordinary for making
comfortable prouision to entertaine strangers and others for theire refreshment,
Paying for the snme,
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