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What’s So Special
About Turtles?

* On Earth for 200 million years
* Some may live to be greater than 100 yrs-old
* All of Europe: S species

In the United States: 56 species

- but nearly half of them are declining!

(4 of Maine’s 7 species are State Endangered, Threatened, or
Special Concern)
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Maine's Rare Turtles

Eastern Box Turtle —
Terrapene c. carolina

Blanding’s Turtle —
Emydoidea blandingii

Spotted Turtle —

Clemmys guttata

Wood Turtle —
Glyptemys insculpta
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Blanding's turtle
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Eastern box turtle







Threats

Habitat loss /
development

— subsidized predators

pitat fragmentation
ased traffic/speed
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Current Protections

Maine Endangered Species Act

aine Natural Resources
tion Act & Site Location




What can you do?

e Slow down & help turtles across the road

e Observe them in their habitat — and leave them there!

* Releasing pets can disrupt an ecosystem

* Support your local land trust, conservation
commission, TNC, LMF, ME Audubon

- Wetland AND upland protection
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http://www.fws.gov/
http://www.maine.gov/mdot/index.php

Another thing you can do...
Contribute to MARAP!

Citizen science project to
document Amphibians and
reptiles by township

0,000 records statewide

ars and going strong!




Areas of high road mortality?
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Questions?

Derek Yorks
MDIFW, Bangor

Derek.yorks@maine.gov
941-4475



mailto:Derek.yorks@maine.gov

