
AUTUMN 1994 FRIENDS OF MERRYMEETING BAY

To Preserue, Protect
and lmproue the
Noturol Ecosysfems
of Merrymeeting Bag.
Friends of Merrlmeeting Bay
was formed in 1975 for people
who care about the Bay's future.
FOMB was revitalized in 1991
and re'incorporated as a 501
(cX3) nonprof it organization.
FOMB'S interests are diverse:
scientific, educational, literary
and histodcal. FOMB is also a
l-and Trust that accepts
donations of land and provides
slewardship f or conservation
easements. FOMB depends
upon on vounteers and an
active membership.
FOMB COMMI'TTEES:
Water Qualiry
&l Benedik, Brunswick
Tom Benn, Whitefield
Peter Vickery, Ridmond
Wildlife & Fisheries
Marilyn Cole, Bath
El Friedman, Bowdoinham
Siev€ Pelletier, Richmond
Property Protecdon &
Stewardship
Nancl Churchill, Dresden
Ether Lacognata, Topsham
Joe Trafton, Topsham
Memb€rchip. Fund Raising
& Endowrbent
Tad Hu,nter, Topsham
Bill Jewell, Woolwich .
Sp€cial Events
Jean Parker, Woolwich
Newsletter
Tim Nason, Dresden

AT MANY SPECIAL EVENTS
-FHf SUMMER AND rALL of t9q4 wilt ,urety so doM jn hisrory a, a warers\ed
r yedr lor u.. Nor or l! have w" k€pr up our nemb€rship bdse and lai\ed enough

money ro k€ep rhings aflodr. bur more rmporlandy ke hav€ reached ouL io group-s
with lke minded inrer€5ri and hdve toJnd many new {,,"nds

Ir Augut L c ne ld oJr I sl Annudl Sw"n tsland Sudrmer picni. , a iult dav of walkino.
edlins.paddlinq and lding dle rruck toLr of rh, i.land provided bv the M;ine Depr. ;f
lnldnd I 'sh€rie. & \I/ildlif". Some 50 regirrered for Lhe ouring (38 dfl€nded) dnd
more rhan $800 wd, rairo for |ON4B, some or which will be u.ed for Droiects on
Swan l.land. The wedrher wds perfecr, con*ruaLion aides Stade and Erik were skilled
tour guid€s, and the picnic drew many new friend s ol theBay. Retdted article instde.

On the weekend of September 23 25, we had our booih at the Common cround
Coufry fai- held bu Lhe Main" Organic farmen and cardener. Associdrion in Wind-(or. ue.pile record rainfalldnd lool d""p pond, around som€ exhibition drea!, fOMB
wa, tairlv hrgh a1d dry dnd mands€d Lo sett <ome T*hid,, recru d tew n€w members
and add 56 peopl€ to our burgeoning mailing list. &hibitors had plenty oI time of get
to know one another during the Fair, so we renewed vatuable contacts with many
organizdLjons dnd 'ndividudh. O.1 Sunday. v.,p intormd y ,hared our space wirh Low€r
K€nn"beL Regiondl tnnd Tru51. lr4dn\, rnankc to Jodnna Bradtey. C"orge & Sue
Se€eani, Jean Parker, Bill & Altce Jewelt and or,hers who volunteeredit rhe boorh.

On October lsi, Jean Parker took a fall foliag€ boat trip through M€rrymeeting Bay
as a special suest of Bud Warren and th€ Maine Maritime MLaeum. Some 50 peopte-
on the museum s cruis€ were keated to Bud's €xcell€nt presentation about th, naturat
and hurndn hrsrorv ol th" Bdy. Bud disLrjbured copie5 ol a map ot $€ route whnh
de{ribed points ol irrererr, including Lina Istdnd {where a 150-lor subdMspn has
been on Lhe booki for sme rim"j Lhe Chop\, and Sran kland. Jean talked dbour the
iisheries and wildlife of the Bay and abod our mission to protect rhese resouices.

Also on Ociober 1st, Maine Island Trails Association (MTA)m€mb€rs particiDated
in a codstal .ledn up in Merrymperns Bay Trd5h was pi(ked Jp al Bnck istand; Bd
lsland dnd a mile long srrelcl- of shoreljne ar Brov,n c poinr (Abdgaddsser poinL]. Tires,
beach chairs, a plastic swimmins pool and an oil heater were am;ng ihe many items
removed Irom thc Bay. |OMB Stee'i' 9 Commiriee menber Anne Hdrrmond ij th€
MITA coordinaror for lhe nid{oasr ser rion ol rhe Maine lstand Trait. a 325-mile
waler_roure for padd@-, whilh ti'rk) landjns sit"c on islandc frcm portland ro Machias.
I urvlt sr"€rinq Commiirp" member Ed Fr;edman of Bowdoinham hetped lerry tv.[TA
volunteers to the islands and back and participaied in the ctean up.

October 1st was also opening day of hunting season for Canada geese, brdnt
geese, snow ge€se and woodcock, so FOMB Ste€ring Committee m€mber Linv..ood
Rioeour ol Bowdo:nham wac oI providins Suid" se;ces ar hp hd5 done lor decddes.
Linw.ood b ,( hedlled-Lo lead an evening of Merrymeehng Bav srorie( and Lalt rates for
I (,Lvrb n ue.embe-. Look lor d noiice h vour mailbox h November.

On October 14 & 15. FOMB members Marilyn Cole, Ed Fri€dman, Jean parker
and Tim Nason led a serjes of 12 one-hour field trips ar the Merryme;fing Bay
Wildlife Manasement Area in Bowdoinham for 4tllana 7th gradjrs as pa; ofihe
Beaton SthoolProsram The evenr co.nonsored byotfici; dL Lhe Brunv:(k Naval
Arr )rdr'on, who p-ovjded r-oops. renrs. LommLnicdrrcn. rranspondLion, and u,ork_
shon\ on weathpr monilo-j, 9 and wild"rn€ss sLruivdl. war orgdnized ro ger children
our ol thp ( ld(sroom and .how how .krlt, in math and xience dre us€d in th" re,al
world.' Some 240 youngsters now know about and hav€ come to appreciate Merry_
meeting Bay as a result of this exciting program. -
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SPECIAL EVENTS
LEAD TO MERRY
MEETINGS
Swan Island Summ€r Picnic
'T'hrdy?ight peopl" att€nded our 1st
I AnnualSwan island Summer Picnic

and we had a sreat day. The Zelinger
family canoed over,and my daushter
Lisa and I kayaked. lt's a nic€ paddl€l
All others were leried o\€r by Eric and
Slade, the h^lo consewation aid€s who
were helptu1, pleasant and informative.

Ai 10 a.m. we allmet, register€d,
bought T shirts and made contacts with
n€w and old {riends on the Richmond
side o{ th€ Kennebec. Those who took
the launch boat were picked up and
truck€d to the picnic sit€ on Swan
Island. Here we aie our lunch, played
\^rith ihe kayak and visited each otber
uniil Eric and Slade had time to shar€
with us (ihey were so busy wiih lenyinsl)
about ihe hisiory of the isiand, wbich
was a very aciiv€ community at one
time. The is island is now a wildlife pre
s€rue op€n to io'rrs and camping (write
Swan lsland Resenations, MDIF&W,
RFD #1, Box 6378, Wateruille, ME
04901: or call207 547 4167). Hardy
picnickere walked ihe +mile nature, and
everyone iook the tmck tour io the
souihern tip of the island.

Although the day was not without
gliiches, ihere was noihing we all
couldn't handle - in fact it was funl We
look forward to a 2nd Annual Picnic.
We are op€n to suggesiions and would
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welcome volunt€ers. Thanklou all who
help€d and padicipated.

Since Swan tsland is a verv place tor
us, we would like io set up a work daY
on \rhich a sroup of us would go io ihe
isLand and do some maintenance activi
ties. lf anyon€ !'"ould like io help with
ihis, please Miie io us, or cau me at
4420982. - J@n Potker, waaleich

Bath Her age Days

Dack n Julu. we had our booth at
I)Bath Hn'ituqe Duy'. Yo,, nn,.r
know who you mishi meet ai such an
event. In this case, we met Gov John
McKernan and his wife, Rep OlYmPia
Snowe. We also met Mr. Jeb BYme of
Alexandria, Virginia. Mr. Byme recently

"Maine seems to coll back thase
uho hooe liued rherc. We s2ent ten
saad years in Maine, 1951 61, hdue
regularly gone back an 'acatian to
Phippsbu r sPophon Bea.h,
explorcd the MerrYmeeting BoY
resian morc thotoughly this geor '.
ond my wile and I are thinkins
obout spending much morc time in
the Kennebec Riuer oreo Meon
uhile, ue'd \ike to keeP uP to dare
an yaur doings through Your

He goes on to mention that he is Lhe
presideni ol a group call€d Friends ol
Dyke Marsh. The marsh is in the midst
ol a hishly developed ar€a, part ol ihe
George Washingion Memorial Parkway
in Virgrnia. and is apparentLy managed
b! the National Park Seruice. In the FaI
issue oJ the group's newsleiier, Morsh
Wr€n, is an arlicle entitled "1994 Dyke
Marsh Breeding Bird Suruey." The annu-
al suruey is conducied by "volunteer bird-
ers" who obserue bird species in the
marsb on foot and from canoe b€tween
May 27 and June 26. Some 75 sP€cies
w€r€ obserued. 34 of which were con-
Iirn€d as breeders, 21 lisi€d as probably
breeders and 20 as possible breeders

The reason we repon this iniomalion
is to sFrk an inierest in conducting such
a breeding bird census in Merrymeeting
Bay. Or, ii such a census is currentlv
ongoins, perhaps someone wi repon to
us how ii works and how FOMB can set

- Lm Noso., D'esJ"n

Dioxii is a by-producl oJ the chlorine bleaching process us€d in pap€r making Bleachins makes the pap€ r wfirte

Fall Foliag€ Cmise to Richhond

,.\n Saturday, October 1si. the Mane
\-rMariiime Mus€um offered a cruise
o{ Merrymeeting Bay for birdwatchers'
l€af peepers and Merrym€eting tJaY
enthusiasts. It was a clear, cool and
windy day and jusi magnificent to be oui
on the water. There were €asles {and a
nest), sreat blue herons. a seal cub and

s@se fying souih, as well as huniers
(first day of ihe 5eason), kavakers (Mane
Island Trails crew) and lots of boaters-
We went from the Museum landing at
10 a.m., proce€ded io Swan Island wiih
a stop for lunch in Richmond and were
back;t the l4useurn bY 2 P m Bud
Warren, the iour leader, Pointed out
manv siies of inter€st along the vJav,
incl;dins historic landmark, using a
marked nautical chart.

Notices of Maine Mariiime cruises will
be post€d in fuiure issues o{ MerrY
meetins Neus, so members can take
advantage of this €xcell€nt resource

- 
"ho^ Porket, W@l@tch

Mainelv-Green Beacon School

'fho? of us who pariiciPated in the

I B€acon Schooi Prosrdm in Bow-
doinham on October 16 17 were
deliqhied to see the enthus'asm and gen-
uin; curiosity of 4th and 7th sraders
about the ecolosy of Mer'lmeeting Bav

Ed Friedman led the FOMB 'station'"

called A Merrym€eting Bay Walkabout'
bv marking a irail that linked heaw pine
aroMh with the old Sedgely burial
;round, spiny undergro\dh beneath the
oower lne with drv areas of ledge that
:re unsuitable for trees or srass, to habi
iai lor sonqbirds thai is created bv sim-
plv nol mtwing a hayfield. and finauv io
ihe edse of the BaY itself where we
ialked abod wild rice, Jo€ Be weed'
arrowroot and oth€r plants of freshw-dier
marshes. On disPlaY for the kjds to
observe along th€ way were de€r antlers
and bones. a jar of lend shot (!^'hich

l@ks a<actly like bayberries) and ihe
cuwed talons ol a raven and a hawk lt
was humbling and sratifving to s€e the
kids so excited aboui €ach naturai fea
ture thai was pointed out to them

The Beacon S.hool Procram is direct-
ed bv Rav Fisher ai Bowdoin College in
conj;nction wiih the Brunsvick NalalAir
Station und€r a srant kom the National
Science Foundaiion One ctrject is raie
the interesi and proficiencv in math and

- Tid Noson, Dresden
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VOI.UNTEERS
NEEDED:
DLEASE HELP US with our Decem-
f b€t Ch'btmas Parte to be held
December 6, at 6:30 p.m., at the Chas€
Bam Chamber on the campus of Bow-
doin Colege in Brun$ rick. This will be a
potluck dinner folou,ed by siori€s, tall,
tales and reminiscences of long-time Bay
resid€nts Linr.rcod Rideout and Maxr.vell
Ward.

n€ase €?I our Sp€cial Events coordi-
nator, Jean Parker (443,0982), if vou
qrould like to help nith th€ Christmas
Party, or cdll any of our oiier Steering
lbmmittee m€mbers to iell them what
you i.\Duld like to work on. O

PRESERVING
FAMILY |INDS
QTEPHEN J. SlvlA[ S Preseruinq
JFomily Londs; Essentiol ldx Srrore
sie,s lot the Landowner (Reutsed 2nd
Edition), is also arrailable from FOMB
for $5. Please order your copy from us
at P.O. Box 233, Richmond, ME 04357
(order forrn on page 7).

The books d€scribes the tax b€nelits
of cons€nation easements, gifts of
remainder inter€st, testamentary gifts,
direct gitu to family memb€rs, cash sales
and limited d€\,€lopment, and includes
sources of help, esiate tax tabies and
more. Once the ierms and issu€s are
und€rstood, landowners can ask a finan,
cial advisor or hwyer how to impl€ment
the most appropriat€ rax savinq options.

This book is verv useful io land-
oturers uho are concerned about
passing land to their childreD and
the serious tax probl€ms this can

CONSERVATION
OPTIONS: A GUIDE
FOR MAINE
LANDOWNERS

I I JE STIL FIAVE COPIES lor sale of
VV the new, r€used edrion of Conser-
ualion Optio,s, publish€d by the Maine
Coasi H€ritase Trust. Cost to FOMB
menbers is 95 (order form on pase 7).
We urg€ landowners to buy this
€xceuent bookl€t from us. It wi
explain €verything you need to know

MESSAGE FROM
THE CHAIRMAN
E RJENDS OF N4ERR\'IV1EETjNG
I BAY has panicipated in or ha!
organt€d several public events this
year to increas€ our visibility, raise
money, and iN.olve members in out-
door activities on the Bay.

S€veral of our special prcgrams will
very likely tum into annuaL evenis that
will help establish FOMB as the logi
cal 'cl€aringhous€" for Bay activities.

On€ of ihe lessons u,€ have leamed
over the past year is that q/e gain new
triends and 'mportant alies when w€
promot€ and join the efforis of other

W€ have also l€am€d to welcome
and support members who come up
with creative programs and ar€ willing
to turn ideas into realiiies. For exam-
ple, Bob BaRoss has forsed ahead io
gather design and production ideas
tor a comprehensive map of the Bay.
And special recognition should go to
Jean Parker tor her enthusiasm and
drive, not io mention her coulage, in
brinsing about so many minor mira-
cles this y€-ar. Thankyou, Jean.

in recognizing one or hvo, we do
not ai all diminish the role piayed by
the many oiher members who prdide
leadeFbip and moral support.

In addition, our members and
friends have provided anoth€r kind of

about conseruation options for your
property. FOMB believes that pema
nent property conseruation by prilate
landowners is the most v'abl€, long-t€nT)
wEy to proiect Merrymeeting Bay-

''The conefrtlon €as€ment ls a fldtule
t@l that Drotects land uhl€ l€aling tt ln
Prteate @nershtp. The eaement, a legal
document, srdd€s tutue u@s of a property
.€sardless of ownershtp. A landown€r ged-
€rally donat€s the ea*m€nt ro a qualifi€d
colsmilod organization or govemment
agenc!' whtch ecures that the condtrlons of
ihe easement are @t over trme. In a f4
lnslances, landowners hav€ been able 10
*ll coneruatton €sements to publt. ageF

''Coneruallon €ase@nts provide

. landowners reiaiD ritle ro rheir proper
ty and tuy conlinue to ltw on ,t, or pas n
on to heLs, knNins rhar will always be

I rG!

4,,n)
Greot

Owl

support in the form of donafions.
With almost e\,€ry new and renewing
membeFhip is an extra $5 to $5O to
$100 as a donation. We are indeed
sratefui for thes€ eprersions of
confidence in our efforis.

While u,€ hat€ had a public pres-
€nce tbis y€ar and harre rnade many
linls to oth€r groups, our Steering
Committee has been involved in a
less-visible, but no less important,
long i€rm planring process. At two
w€ll attended meetings (so far) led by
Nancy Cor€rstone of the Cooperative
Extension Service, w€ ha\,€ renewed
our mission to protect th€ Bay, restat-
ed our priorities, and developed
action plans to guide our work over
the coming years. We are confident
that this eflort will strengthen us inteF
nally as we pr€ss ahead with our
more visible public actMties.

We are growing, maturing, finding
new strengths, new Iriends, new lead-
ership. Ple,as€ toin us, share y13ur ideas,
volunteer, for the sake of the Bay.

Tin Noson, Drcsden

. Eaerent my etlhimte q g€tly
reduce estate td€s. praentltrg the fdced
sal€ of properiies. Fis@nts @n allo pro
\tde landomers wlih tncome ta.nd prop-
eny td reductions b!, elirlnatlng utrwanted

.E eents are nexble, adapted to the
partrcdar n€eds ot the landoM€r od th€
resurcd of ihe property.

. Eas@nts cn reduce the poteltial fd
disasreeh€nt when lands are pased on ro

. Eas@nts offer perMnent prot€ctton,
applylns to all tulure landomers. A land
lrust or gol,€rlftlt agenc!' eNres that
retictloDs are followed h p€rpetuity."

- Jrch CansrEtion Options:
A Guide for M.ioe bnd(MeF

Ask your printer to stak chlorineJree paper. Look lor chlorine fre€ when you buy pap€r products.
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DroxtNs tusT
WON'T GO AWAY
nioxjns, hishly toxic chemicat by
L/produds in combustion and chemi_
cal and industrial prccesses that us€
chlorine, har€ b€en found by th€ EpA to
oe e!€n mor€ toxic than onc€ beliewd
In addition, dioxhs have now bezn
shown to cause cancer and have a harm
tul affect on the human immune syst€m
at very low expo$re levels.
. A recent EPA draft study on dioxin
has b€en h dewlopment for three vears
and has involwd some 100 scienti;ts in
and outside the agency. Its purpose is to
assess the health dansers of dioxin in
order to eff€cii\€ly regulate its presence
in the h]man food chain. The studv was
demanded by indusiry which had arqued
that dio:dn was not dangerous a"a was
already o\€r-reguiated_

The EPA sientists ciied waste com-
bustion as the maFr source of lowlevets
oJ dioxin, accountins for 99yo of known
dioxin ernissions. Ash containinq dioxin
s€ttles on food plants and is turther on,
centrat€d in grazing livestock.

Tloush th€ presence of dioxh in food
plants and liv€stock is of conc€m ro us, o$
greater conc€m is that dioxin and other
tox'ns ar€ pour€d daily into our MerN
meeiing Bay rve6 by Mame paper mjlls
and other industries that use cl orine

Peopl€ are advis€d not to eat fish ihai
ar€ caught in Maine ri\€rs because of
high dioxin coni€ni. In addition. lobsters.
which botiom{eed on dead fish and
other delicacies, hav€ been found to
r€tain high concentrations of dioxin in
th€ tomaly (the green part, not th€
meat). Presnant women are advised not
to eat any tomally because dioxin has
such potent €flects on ihe human repro

Our concem is ihat white dioxin
oumpng coniinues Lmchecked, non,
human organisms that depend on clean
water are seriously threat€n€d. particu_
larly wildlife species thai are hiqh on the
food chain, such as eagles, otrers, blue
herons, ospreys and the like. Thes€
sp€cies cannot be advised to avoid eat_
ing ihe fish they catch in Maine rivere.

This y€ar, the Maine Legislatur" creaF
ed the Ambient Toxi.s Monitorinq pro-
sram to enable the DEp to study ioxins
in the s€dimeni of mudflats. Sp€cies ihai

ISSUES 6r QUESTTONS
I I JHEN WE ATTEND VEETINCS and sreer
V V vi)ilors and friends at specjal evenrs. many

questions are ask€d, many issues are raised.
Sometimp5 we don t ha!,., a r€ady answ€r. And
other limes lhe issues raised are so complex or
lraught wiih political o\.lartones that we don t
claim to have a policy or even an "official

The lolJowlng issues and quesrions are ti$ed
wiihout comment or judsment. If members or

are low on the food chain. such as ctams
and mussels, live in mudflats.

As pair of this program, ihank to the
lobbyins efforts of the Natural Resources
Council of Maine, sediment samples
from sit€s in M€rrymeeting Bay wilt be
taken. With a buds€t of $12,000, analy-
sis willbe undertaken for the presence of
pesticides, healy metals and some aro
maiic hydrccarbons, but not dioxin.
Each tast for dioxin luruld cost about
$1,200. It is suspected that samples will
be kept in storage until dioxin testing
either becomes cheaper or ihe public
demands that it be done

The Maine paper indusrry has been
slow to adopt chlorinejree paper pro
duction. thouqh it is the standard in
Europe. Efiods to encourage the siate io
purchase only chlorine free paper and
creaie market demand have failed in ihe
legislature. Ii would appear ihat ii the
new EPA study is used as ihe basis for
resulations and probable la\rsuits, the
paper industry will soon have hell to
pay. Wouldn't it be b€iter if the paper
mdustry showed some environmental
leadership on ihis issue? D

olh€r heni. -r,ould lik€ to re,pond. w€ wetcome your leners or posicaJds. Send
rhem ro |OMB. P.O. Box 233, Richmond. ME 04357. Or if you have a ques_
tion of 'ssue you would like to be raised, let us know.

. What F d welland? When doer merety 'w€r tand' become a werldnd?

. I h€re s"em ro be very fela du.ks around. Ar€ rhere really fewer. or do rh€y
now misbte ar night? Is Lher€ r€auy dnllhing we can do to help rhem?. What 5ize L rhe "buffer-zone needed tor bre€ding eagtea and other wildtife?
What characieristics should this buffer-zone consisr op Alt vear 

,round?
. Ar€ thesmaller nverr around MerrymeeLmg Bay dvurg. or have rhey always

be?n Iul] ol silt and mud? Cdn dnyrhing be done to sav€ rhem?
. Where dre good placer on rhe Bav ro warch birds?
. Where are Lhe p rbli( landing, on lhe Bdy?
. Does the wake of mororbodrs alfecr .horetine feeding-ptaces for birds; do

motorboats churn up the bortom? Is this harmful? Should speed limits b€
posted on the Bav?

. Why do sturgeonlump out of th€ water? IOne member has reported that
sturgeon have hvice jumped into a neishbor's boat.l O

Boned
Owl

EDWARDS DAM
WON'T GO
AWAY EITHER
'T.HE KENNEBEC COALJ]ION
I reported in July thar att€mprs to

reach a settl€meni on removal of the
Edwards Dam in Aususta had failed, and
that relicensing procedura wouid begin
again. The operaiing lcense for the darn
expired in December of 1993. The Ken,
nebec Coalition consists of Kenn€bec
Valley Trout Unlimited, American
Riv€rs, Atlantic Salmon Federation, and
Natural Resources Council of Main€.

The first step in the relicensing
process w be an Environmental Impact
Statemeni drawn up by ihe Federal
Enersy Resulatory Commision (FERC)
for the entire Kennebec River Basin
Jrom Moosehe-ad tnke on doq.n, a
stretch that includ€s ien other dams, in
addition io Edwards, whos€ licenses
have also expired and are seeking relr
censing. This qratershed'wide look is
considered a first for FERC, \rfiich usual-
iy studies individual projects in isolation.

Paper mills h Maine and B€riin, N€w Hampshire. pour miuions oJ sauons of wastewaler contamma droxjn
and otner hamtul compounds into the tributaries o{ Merrym€eting Bay.
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To help FERC decide wt.rat issues to
study in the Kennebec Basin, a public
h€aring was held on July 13, lrfiich
quickb degenerated into impassioned
argun€nts for and against Edwards
Dam. The dam is owned by the Edwards
Manufacturing Co. , and provides the
City of Aususta 'rith $80,000 in annual
re\,€nues. The city $ould lik€ to evarh!
aly dcquire the dam, Opposed to
Edwar& Dam are sFr,nsm€n s and envi-
rcnmenld grcups, as u€ll as state aaen-
cies and Friends of M€rryme€tins Bty.
lhe dam prevents anadromous fish from
reaching seventeen miles of prernier
spav,ning waters that run Irom WateF
ville to Augusta. These v"aters ar€ cur
rently flooded by the dam. Anadromous
fish are salt w"ler species rhat spai,n in
lresh u,€t€ri they include smeh, stur
geon, shad, sal.non, alewives and strip€d
bass. The dam was originally built in the
mid-1800s and, alons wiih pollution,
played a major role in the co apse of the
tisheries rasource in the Kenneb€c River
and Merrym€eting Bay. Remoral of rhe
dam would lead to a prolonqed econom-
ic_boom bas€d primarily on sport fishing
ot striped bass and salJnon, and a re
newed conunercial shad tishery.

Apparentiy th€ Edwards Company is
trying to "hr€-ak" the relicensing effort
by working to get the short-nosed
sturgeon de listed under th€ Endanaered
Species Act IESA). The fish was pui on
a "red list' prior to the passage of the
ESA because it had disapp@red from
commercial harveris. In the 1980s,'thousands' ol short,nos€d sturs€on
w€r€ reportedly found in ihe Kennebec
and Androscoggin rir€rs. No folow up
studies have b€en done to see il ihe
speci* is increasing or decre,asrng
lronicailv, to be removed from the ESA
list, the fish wil har€ to be exhaustiveiy
r€search€d. When a species is lisi€d as''endang€red," resulations that are
considered onerous by industry are put
inio play. Recently, the sroup Restoie:
The North Woods petitioned to have
Ailantic salmon listed under the ESA in
an effo/r to halt the proposed Basin Mils
Dam on the Penobs.ot River. The Fam
Bureau opposes the listing of salmon as
an endangered species due to concems
about possible o!€r regulation of taod
use (in particular, inst'tution of 1,000-
foot buffer zon€s alons riv€6).

In Edwards Dam news unrelaied to
th€ relicensing procedure the siate sued
Edwards Manufacturing ihis spring over

Researchers have Jound $at

a large fish kill that occurred in the.h€ad race canal" in 1992. Wat€r l€(€ts
were lowered in the canal to allow repair
vrork on trash raking equipment- An
estimat€d 600.000 shad were kilted
when the fish us€d up the oxyg€n in th€
low€red water. The sl*cific charge by
ihe state is thai water quality siandards
were violated. A second violation is

aI€ged io have occurred when Edwards
flL6hed th€ 600.000 dead shad into the
Kennebec River. A posible third chars€
was also being considered, that of 'dis
charging without a license.'

- Based o^ anicles in the Kennebec JouDal
dnd l4ahe Tme, ond tnlarmaLion supptie4 bv

the Kehneba Caahhon ond the Mone Fdm
Butuu Assoc., uith sf@iol thanks to Daoid

Popp oJ Drcsden ond Bitl Moulton ol Pittston.

WETLANDS IN
THC NEWS
Du.ks Unlimfted Proj€ct tn
Richmond

AN SEPTEIvIBER 11, 1994, a 70-
\.racre wetland d€velopment pro-
ject call€d Raynes Farm Marsh in
Richmond was olficialy dedicated. In
this case, "q€tland developmat"
doesn't mean a parking lot or mall ft
means controlling the flow of i,ater
through a wet area to provide nesting
and feedins habitat lor ducks, i.e..
"high quality emergent type wetland."
The project miiisates for wetlands
destroyed by ihe construction of I-95.

The Raln€i Farm project is rouqh-
ly five miles from the Kennebec Ri\,€r
and M€nymeeting Bay, and is about
tira miles from Upp€r Pl€asant Pond.
It is the source of Denham Brook (or
Stream) which flows inio the Wesi
Branch of the Caihance Riv€r in
Bowdoinham.

The project, which was first pro-
posed in the earD 1970s, consists of
"two concrete piers and appropriaie
stop-logs at an exisiing concrete
siructure on Denham brook adjacent
io the west side of I-95.

"The site has nesting boxes that
w be moniiored, and hens willbe
banded. Thase numbers will be used
in the annual brood suruey. "

Partners with Ducks Unlimit€d in
the project is the ME Dept. of Inland
Fisheries & W,ldlile. Each parry put
up $18,500i MDIF&W has a 30 yar
management agre€meni ',vith ihe
owner oJ the property and ihe opiion
ot Ive vear extensions.

For more information about the
Raynes Farm ProPct, please contact
Bob Humphreys oI Ducks Unlimited
at 729 1199 - w; 688-4854 - h.

- lnlorno oh dhd quot6 Jrcn
The Etdd Spetacle {neusle'er

ol Mdttu Du.ks Unlnite.t),
eith thanks to LinuoaA Rl.leout

Crookd Propcrty tn Brun3qn€k

A FOUR-ACRE site o! ,ned bv
flHarrv C. Crooker & Sons on the
banks of the Androscoggin River wil
be reclaim€d and landscap€d by the
state, to mitigate for 6.5 acres of v,/€t-
Iands thai wil be destroyed by con-
struction of the Brunswick Topsham

The Crooker site was filed with
gravel in the 1960s. Reclamation will
be done by th€ ME Dept. of Trans-
portation, and invob€ the remoral of
up to nine feet of earth. Plantings wtll
be made to create a forest swamp, a
shrub swamp, and an €merg€nt tidal
marsh. The cost for ihis typ€ of recla-
mation usually runs aboui $ 100,000
per acre. The land, which is has no
buiidinss and is lars€9 unuled by
Crooker, w:[ apparently be acquired
by the state throlrgh eminent domain.

t^Jomotion lrcn rh. Ttna Raotd
{Septenb.l, @ith thonks to

Ruth Benedikt of Brunsutck

Editor's Comment
The 70 acre Roynes Forn pro|ect tn
Richmond seens to houe cost o
totot ol $s7,000. The 4-acre Bruns
rDick reclomotion will ptobablg cost
$100,000 per ocre. Il 5400,000
uere given insteod ta Ftiends ol
Merrymeeting Bay or the Matne
chopter oJ Ducks Unlimited, tor
exomple, to enhance existing habitat,
simple noth indtcotes that some
687 acres could be "deueloped" os

lJ:",1""'€
:-

ihere is no saf€ level ol dioxin exposure for p€ople or witdlif€.
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LOON PTATE
BOONDOGGTE?

M:ffry#;xhiru,r:l";'
plate with the loon and mountain pond
pictured on ii, whbh is a!€ilable annuatlv
for an extia $20. The plate is verg
attracti!€ and has be?n Durchas€d bv
many Maine motorilts.

The conho\€rsy comes in becaus€
until April 1, 1996, hall of ihe $20
annual surcharge wil go to the S€lretary
of State Bureau of Motor V€hictes) for'administratile exp€ns€.' The oth€r haf

is to be split b€tween the Departm€nt of
Consenation ($6)- a depanment
whos€ budget was gutted by $320,000,
an amount roughly equalto anticipated
r€ceipts from the sale of the plat€J -
and the Dept. ol Inland Fisheries &
Wildlile to benelit nonjame wildlife md
endansered species ($4).

Many of those who have not
purchased ihe loon plate ar$re that it is
an indirect (albeit voluntary) tax.
Hot!e\€r, if not enoush p€ople buy the
plate (i.e.. fe\ rer than 80,000), ihe
Dept. of Consenation's programs wil
suffer. To others, the plate has ihe
appezrance ol a baitnnd-switch scam.

To those of us u,ho rculd like to sive
whatever reasonable amount we can
toward the active proteciion of wildlif€
habitat in Maine, buying the loon plate,
beautiful as it is, is not \,€ry effici€nt.

Buying "Duck Stamps" seems to be a
more direct way to sive to wildlife pro-
tection prosrms in the state. Fees from
hunting and fishing licenses are also
us€d for thes€ programs, with much of

FRIENDS OF MERRYMEETING BAY
Dleas€ cal lhe following steering cornrnimee members it you ha,"€ a ques-
I. tjon or would Iike lo work wifi Friends of MerBmeeting Bay. All of our
committees u€lcome your assistance in developing programs. Don't be shy,
call today vre are \€ry friendly people!

PBoPERTY PRorEcnoN & STEwARDsHtp
J@ Trafton, Ple&nr Point, Topsham 04086 ............. 7 29 t7 g4 Vice choit
Nancy Churchil, BR 1 Box ?7.Dresde 04342..........731-ZOO'
Esth€r tacognata, 19 Elrn Street, Topsham 04085 ...... 729-4088

WATER QUA|-ITY
Ed B€nedild,5559 Hddins Rd. E\1., Brunsu,ick 04011 4424445 Trcdstter
Torn B€nn, RR 1 Box 1584, Whitelield 04353 .. ........ 549 3950

WttDuFE & F|SHER|ES
Sigfitinss

Marilyn Cole, 8 Eagte Point Rd., Bath 04530 ....... . 443 9675
Ndturol R6ourc'J lnventory

Ste!€ Peleti€r, RR I Box 385. Richmond 04357 ...737-8407
Don Gr€ason, RR 1 Box 12, Drcden 04342 ... .... 7 37 2817
Ed Friedman, RR 1 Box 1186, Boudoinham 04008 666 3372

MFl4BERsrnp, FUND RArsrNG & ENDoIIMENT
Tad Huier. Fores'de Rd., Topshm 04086 ................129.1544
BiI Jewll, RR 1 %x 47s, W@lwich 04579 ............... 443-6520
NHnsI-ETTER
Tim Nason. 15 Alaand€r Rd., Drcsden 04342 .... . .. 737 42a2 choi.mon
SPECTAL ElENrs
Jean Park€r, Hockomock Island, Woolwich 04579 ...... 4424982

Merryneettng Nebs is prnted on Beckett Concept. a 1009/0 recycled, chlor'u:,e Irce pacP-t.

ihe money going to the wardens and
other staff of the Deparbnent of Inland
Fisheries & Wildlife (who own and oper-
ate Swan Island and other wildlife man-
ag€m€nt areas in Merrym€€ting Bay).

Another direci way to protect wildlife
habiiat is to give money to FOMB, or to
other groups that have an acuw land
cons€nation program, such as Duck
Unlimited (s", anicie on pase 5).

The most direct and efficient way to
protect wildlife habitat in Maine ar€
found in ihe 'coniributions" rlJ€ make
every dayr that is, we "manage' our onn
acreage o! hous€lot in u,ays that in
creas€ its \.alu€ to wildlife, and \r€ try to
live our Iives in ways that help the natur-
alenvironment as much as possible.

Your comments are welcomed.
- Tim Noson, D@.len

- rnJorfrtron lrcm The Tlm6 Reord,
the Kenn€bec Jdml ord the NoluE/

Raoura Counctl of Mot^e

FOMB T-SHIRTS
AVAITABLE
/'\OLORFUL FOMB T shirts are
Va',"ilable at $15. Please send
check and a donation to cov€r
postage to P.O. Box 233, Rich-
mond, ME 04357. The T-shirts are
brisht ieal+lue Hanes BeeIy-Ts,
with a multi color 'mage on the
front of an eagle in flight clutching a
fish in its ialons. On th€ back ig
printed 'Friends of Merrymeeting
Bay' in white script. Sizes: large, x-
large & x-xlarse (m€dium is sold
oui). Three size small T shms are
available in green only- Shiris can
also be picked up at Tim Nason's
shop in Dresden (737-8278)and at
ihe Bowdoinham Tot^]Il Office.

Pleas€ order a T shirt today, and
help us sell th€m, too. W€ have
plen9 in stock. So far, w€ haw
given away 24 shirts (mostly to
bike a thon riders) and have sold 27
('ncome of $40s). The T shins cost
$1,500 for 156 shirts, so we need
to sell a few more to br€ak even.
Pleas€ help spread the word about
FOMB by buyins these jine T-shirts.
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FRIENDS OF MERRYMEETING BAY
MISSION STATEMENT & LONC TERM COALS
The mission of Friends ol Merrymeeting Boy sholl be to oct for
the preserDation, protection ond impro\ement of the noturol
ecosgstems of the Bal. The boundary for the Bay is delined os
oll Jreshwoter tido! tiuers oboue Thome's Head.

Our Long Term Goals:
. Uaison with such asencies and organizaiions as fed€ral, state. conser\,ation

groups, publc and priEte organizaiions, to\rns and cities.
. Daelop an effective and effici€nt administrative shlchue.
. Work for the conunuing improvement of the wat€r qualrty ol the Bay.
. r-and Us€: Encourage mmicipalities, siaie and f€d€ral governrn€nts in the

w"tershed area to adopt policies for th€ pr€s€rvation, proiectjon and

iT$:fl,,*',i':'"";'ffi ,fi #:"#flj;:.t"'l1ilJB#""""tu' *j:1;: gff ff :J:tf ffi "l;;[",:i:" jiltr l"** 
ffi

the Bay.
. Edrcation, Encourage a broad bed educaiior

program.

Drcwins b9 Jon Luomd

lroft Workins Landscapes

FREE BOOKTET ON
ZONING & WORKING
TANDSCAPES
A N E<CELLENT FREE BOOKLET

nfrorD the NaturaL Reiources Coun.il
of Maine shows that small lot sizes in
rural ar€as have a detrim€ntal eftect on'working lands{apes." i.e., thoe us€d
for agrtulture and forestry. The booklei
shows that 2- to 5 acre rural iots in local
ordinances accomaodate development
rather than larining or forestry.
- wnte/@ll NRCM, 27I S'Are Sr., Auquno.

M E 04330-6900 t 207.622 3 1 0 1 |

HELP US FIND
OLD LANDFITLS

f-rOMB N,IEMBER Henry lbo|]. work-
I ing as a volunteer for Biqelow Labs,
is doing a survey ol landlils in towns
around Merrym€€ting Bay and along the

lower Kennebec River. Henry is sharing
€verything he learns wfth FOMB.

Meinbers of FOMB can help Henry
tocate landfills that ar€ not "official"
municipal ones. Most munlcipal landfils
are listed by th€ DEP or €ls€where. What
u€ n€ed to disco\€r are older landfills no
longer in acuve w - dumps, tuel stor

age areas, places v,here construction
debns mjght har€ b€en us€d as landfiU,
and oiher poieniialy hazardoLrs sites glch
as iunk€r lots and tire dump6.

If you hav€ information you wonld like
to communicate, wTjte to Henry lholl,
Bigelow Laboratorjes, Boothbay Haibor,
Maine 04575. O

1t- ?- ?- 7- v- 7- ?/-7- ?- ?- 7- 2' ?-

RRd/STREfl- ADDRESS

TowN ,/ STATE ,/ Zrp

PHoNE

SEASoNAL ADDRESS

l-l I would like to psrticipate in the Sightings project.

(tax deductibie). n Renewal E Citt
to cover memberchip for _ yea4s/.

n $2s n g5o I gloo ! $soo
as a tax-deductible donation.

I would like -

I A copy of Conseru.ttion Optionst A
Guide for Maine Landowners. A
check lor $5.00 is enclosed.

E A copg of Prese.u ing Famlry Land'.
Essential Tst Strutegies for the
Landouner. A check for $5.00 is
enclosed.

tr An FOMB T-Shitt (D lg. trxlg. trxxlg)
A check for $15.00 is enclos€d.
Note: Write checks wyable to FOMB. An
odditional dondtion ol ot leost 52.00per
order is rcquested to couer the cost oJ
postoge ond a padded enDelape.

Friends ot' Merrymeeting Bag, pO. Box 233, Richmond, Maine 043b7
ANNUAL DUES 910.00
I enclose $ _

I also enclose ! $15
n other $ -

NAtE

MMNews: 1 1,/94
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TETTERS FROM
FRIENDS OF
MERRYMEETING BAY
D€ar FOMB,

So glad to s€e worh beinq done to
help Merrlmeeting Bay. I lo:r,e the Bav.
The few days that I spend on it €ach
year are special . . . Thank you for your

- Ronotd tison. Fdn*lin. TN

Dear FOMB,
Here's my membership for joining. I

r€ry much look loruard to actively help,
ins you $,trenew! I can. I am especiallv
int€rGted in Miiing and photography
prcj€cis. Oral hisiories witb knowledge-
able old€r Friends would be a great way
to start, as q,ould a guidebook.

- Jone Fishea Dresden

Dear FOMB,
Just received tb'e Merrymeeting Neu,s

(sprins/summer issue) and was struck by
how quickly the summer is soinq by. I

am \^,riting this thank-lbu for my hus-
band Steve Bradley, who won the ivon-
derhi mountain bike following his 50-
mile rlde around the Bay lin the FOMB
bike alhonl. He did set a chanc€ to take
some good rid€s with it before he got
called back to s€a (he works on an oil
tanker). I too ha\,€ again discov€red the
pleasures of bike riding as a r€sult of
havins the bike aqdilable. lt has brousht
much pleasure to ihis hous€hold and u,e
urant you to know how much r,{€ both
appr€ciate ihe bike. I enjoy the Metry
rneeting NeuJs and appr€ciate all the
work you do in connection with conser-
vation ancl preserudtion.

- J@nno Bmdley, Bnns@lck

Edltort Nore, JGnna Bradley has
proven to be a tlr€less helper and a fine
Fri€nd ind€ed, helpins us at the S^,an
Island Summer Picnic and at our booth
at the Common Ground Countuy Fair.
Thank you, Joanna, and thank you to
ewry member and Friend of
Merrym€?tjng Bay.

Z",Ck6h/r,q
FRIENDS of 

'4,

MERRYMEETING BAY
P.O. Box 233, Ricbmond, Maine 04357

Fouardins and oddrets
@nection rcquated.

Printed on Beckett Concept,

a 1004/0 recycld chlorinelrce poper.

C hiori n|lrce =' dioxinree.

Yzfu*-ono*-+n++*


